
TY students are preparing for the 

inaugural Scifest exhibition and 

competition at North Presentation, to 

be held on 14th December 2017. 
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Our most ambitious undertaking to date was our participation in the UNESCO 

Day of Lifelong Learning held in the city on Sept 20th, to welcome the  UNESCO 

delegation to Cork and to celebrate Cork’s history of Lifelong Learning which 

we are passionate about in North Pres. And what an afternoon we had!! We 

decided to do a joint presentation between adult ed. students, TY students and 

the Shandon Area History Group. Our topic was  “Ordinary Women in 

Extraordinary Times”, a tribute in song, story and poetry to the women of Cork 

who took part in the War of Independence and Civil War in Cork. We were very 

honoured to have daughters 

and relatives of some of these women in our audience. Excitement mounted as 

the library filled up with guests and speakers. Ms Lyons, Ms Geaney and Ms 

Twomey waited anxiously to greet the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress who arrived 

eager to sample the refreshments and then headed to the Library to officially 

open the event. The Lord Mayor was really taken with the event and spoke from 

the heart about the contribution of ordinary people doing extraordinary things for 

their city. 

Our Event was also honoured by the presence of  a delegation from the UN  

retired veterans association. Thanks to student Norma Murphy who invited them. 

They marched in full uniform carrying the National Flag and the UN Flag into the 

library while Ms Noonan,  The TY students did a fantastic job in presenting the 

stories of  our “Ordinary” ladies, thanks to Ms Browne and the girls for all their 

hard work. Thanks too to the adult ed .students who did a wonderful job in 

reading poems that captured the spirit of the times. A highlight for us all was the 

entrance of Ms. Moylan playing Birdy Conway, a Cork Soprano who was a key member of Shandon Cumann na mBan. Ms Moylan did 

a fabulous version of Birdy’s song “the Wearing of the Green”! A feature of the afternoon was the wonderful singing of Liam 

Hutchinson and the musical accompaniment by Mr. O’Connell from Scoil Iosagain.   Ms Twomey was MC for the afternoon and kept 

us all on our toes and the whole presentation moving smoothly. Míle Buíochas to all staff and students who answered the call to 

arms in the days leading up to and including the 20th itself, it truly was a fantastic response from you all. A  truly whole school 

participation. Happy Christmas to all from North Pres Adult Ed. See you in 2018 Buíochas le Dia. 

Adult Education - UNESCO Day of Lifelong Learning 

Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise Daoibh 

North Presentation Secondary  School  wishes every 

member of the school community a  Happy and Holy 

Christmas  and a Prosperous  New Year. 

New Principal 

The Board of Management of North Presentation Secondary  

School  are pleased to announce the appointment of Mr. Jer 

Crowley as the new Principal of the school.  

their educational journey and especially 

the Junior Certs and Leaving Certs who 

will be sitting their exams next June 

2018.  

Finally, I hope you all have a very 

peaceful and joyous Christmas with 

your loved ones and my warmest 

wishes for a wonderful healthy and 

happy New Year in 2018. 

Kindest regards and gratitude, 

Ellen C. Lyons 

Principal and Past Pupil.  

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter 

2017. At this stage we are nearing the end 

of the first term of our school year. As 

always, here in North Pres our students 

and teachers have been very busy since 

our return to school at the end of August. 

This newsletter provides an opportunity 

for us to showcase the extremely valua-

ble learning experiences afforded to your 

daughter both inside and outside the 

classroom learning environment. We 

acknowledge and celebrate all the many 

varied achievements of our wonderful 

students as they reach their full potential 

and aim to be the best that they can be.  

Our teachers through their dedication 

and commitment to our students here in 

North Pres go way above and beyond the 

call of duty to prepare your daughter to 

take her place as a well prepared, pro-

ductive and fulfilled member of society by 

the time she leaves us having completed 

her Leaving Certificate Exam. 

Over my years here in North Pres as a 

student, teacher and Principal I have 

always been very proud and appreciative 

of our school ethos and the opportunities 

and resources made available to both 

students and teachers.  

I want to take this opportunity to let you 

know that I am retiring as Principal of 

North Pres at Christmas. I wish to thank 

the students, parents and staff of the 

North Pres community for your tremen-

dous support of my work over the past 

six years as Principal. The incoming 

Principal will take up duty on January 8th, 

2018 and I wish the new Principal every 

blessing in steering the school into the 

future.  May I also take this opportunity to 

wish all the students every blessing in 
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Basketball 

Basketball got off to a good start this year 

at North Pres with the seniors having great 

wins over St Brogans and Bandon Gram-

mar. They lost in the Quarter Final by a 

single basket to Ballincollig Community 

School.  

Team Building at Hop Island 

LCA 1 and LCA 2 embarked on a team 

building trip to Hop Island Equestrian 

Centre in September with Ms. O’ Do-

noghue and Ms. Fitzgerald. A brilliant 

time was had by all. 

Bheanachtaí an tSéasúir 



Sixth Year students Ada Blazynska, 

Ciara Buckley and Carlyn McCarthy 

will attend a one day taster session in 

UCC’s Law Academy during the February 

midterm break. 

Leah O’Connor and Lucy O’Sullivan, 

TY students,  participated in a week’s 

work experience with the Irish Defence 

Forces in Collins Barracks in October. 

Zofia Blazynska,Sophie O'Sullivan 

aJennifer Burns will attend the ESB 

International Women in Engineering Week 

in Cork. This programme will be taking 

place in the Cork office for the first time 

ever!    

Chloe Leahy will participate in the ‘I 

Wish’ Campus Week in CIT in 

January.  The Campus Week features an 

interactive 5-day hands-on programme 

that will engage students in science, 

technology, engineering and maths 

(STEM) disciplines via applied and 

practical workshops, site visits and 

demonstrations. t undergraduates. 

Sophie Knowles will take part in BEES in 

February. The School of Biological, Earth 

and Environmental sciences Transition 

Year Programme gives secondary school 

students the chance to discover science 

at UCC in a structured way. Students get 

the opportunity to study and work 

alongside BEES staff and students for a 

week and get a feel for areas like Plant 

Science, Zoology, Environmental Science 

and Geology. The week also sees the 

students visiting the Eureka Centre, the 

Boole Library and getting a guided tour of 

the UCC campus. 

Emma Daniels and Laura Carroll 

Goulding will attend the School of 

Medicine Prep for Med School day in 

February. Transition Year students will 

be given the opportunity to experience 

what life as a medical student is really 

like.  During the morning session, 

students rotate through 8 specially-

designed teaching stations which include 

clinical skills and hands-on CPR, and 

after lunch, they are brought to Cork 

University Hospital where they watch a 

video-link to live robotic surgery, learn 

about Crime Scene Investigation (‘CSI 

Cork’- Assistant State Pathologist Dr 

Margaret Bolster), and discuss important 

ethical issues in medicine.  

Nine Third Year  students travelled to UCC 

during College Awareness Programme as 

the final session of the UCC assisted home-

work club. The homework club will be 

offered to 2nd year students after Christ-

mas. We are very lucky in North Pres to 

have college students helping our students 

with homework. There are also opportuni-

ties for conversations between our 2nd 

level students and 3rd level students about 

college courses and requirements for 

entry to college 

College Awareness Week November 20th  - 24th  

College Awareness Week celebrated 

the benefits  of going to college and 

aims to support our  students in 

becoming College Ready..Sixth Year 

students have attended Open Days in 

relevant colleges. Many of the talks 

given in UCC were recorded and can 

be seen at the following UCC web 

address https:/www.ucc.ie/en/

study/undergrad/opendays/ 

Speakers from UCC, CIT, the Defence 

Forces and an Garda Siochana gave 

information sessions in school.  

North Pres students to 

experience Career  

and College Tasters 
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 Students Visit to UCC               Parents Visit to CIT             Teen Turn 

Past pupil Captain Carolyn Casey pictured with Ellen O’Connell Power, Alana 

O’Mahony, Karen O’Donnell, Jasmin  Kovacs, Lauren Delaney and Megan 

Oxford after her presentation on careers in the Defence Forces. 

Parents of Leaving Certificate students 

travelled with Ms.Geaney to CIT Infor-

mation morning on November  21st. 

Parents heard about the application 

process for college, the SUSI grant 

scheme and the Student Assistance 

Fund. CIT has a Progression scheme for 

students in linked schools such as 

North Pres which gives financial, edu-

cational and emotional support to 

Teen-Turn is an initiative which places 

girls into two week summer work experi-

ence with technology companies located 

in Cork. The aim of the initiative is to 

encourage more girls to consider a 

career in technology, engineering or 

science. Six  of our students completed 2 

Weeks work experience in Aug 2017. Abi 

Moore Itron, Mahon,,Chloe Creed Guiney 

Tyndall Lee Maltings, Katelynn Browne, 

Tyndall  Lee Maltings, Jennifer Burns 

Analog Airport Business Leah O'Connor, 

Wisetek Little Island, Zofia Blazynska, 

Citco Blackrock. Well done to all.. 

As we approached the season of good will, Naomh 

Pádraig and their class teacher Ms. McCarthy 

were busy organising our Team Hope Christmas 

Shoe Box Appeal. Thank you to all who supported 

this initiative.  

Our  Transition Year  students met up 

with the  Moving  Age group  again this 

year. They are seen here teaching some 

of our local senior citizens how to  send 

text messages on their mobile phones. 

Trade Fair Award 

Home Economics 

The Home Economics Department at North 

Presentation bid a sad farewell to Ms. 

Condon in September. We wish her well in 

her new school.  We welcomed back Ms. 

Sweeney, who has taken over the Home 

Economics Department and wish her well, 

as she settles in.   

Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal  
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North Pres students saying goodbye to Ms. Condon 

Moving Age 

Congratulations to the Transition 

Year mini-company “Pamper Ham-

per” who won the Best Display 

Stand at the Cork Schools Enter-

prise Programme Trade Fair in 

UCC. Good luck at the Regional 

Finals in March. 


