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Message from the Principal
Welcome to our Newsletter as we 
reflect on a very eventful 2018-2019. 
I am delighted to welcome you 
to our Summer Newsletter as 
we look back on a year of great 
achievement.  Our inspiration in 
North Presentation originates from 
the founder of the Presentation 
Order Nano Nagle who regarded 
education as the means to develop of the whole 
person, the school endeavours to meet always the 
academic, physical, cultural and well being needs of all 
our students.
In the past year school teams competed in basketball, 
ladies football and camogie, special mention goes to our 
senior basketball team who were defeated in the final in 
overtime by a single point. The school musical “Dancing 

Queen” incorporating many ABBA hits was performed 
to appreciative audiences in October. A very successful 
school tour to Paris took place in March the night-time visit 
the Eiffel Tower being one of many highlights. Significant 
amounts of money were raised by our students for various 
charities, “Daffodil Day” and “The Darkness into Light” 
walk were highpoints in this regard. I would like to take the 
opportunity express my gratitude to the dedicated team of 
teachers in North Presentation who daily give their utmost 
to ensure that their students fulfil their potential.I would also 
like to acknowledge the on-going support of our Parents’ 
Council, Students’ Council and Board of Management. 
Finally, I would like to congratulate all our Third, Sixth and 
LCA students on completing their state exams last June. I 
would like to wish all members of our school community a 
successful year ahead.

Jer Crowley,
Principal.

www.northpres.ie   
info@northpres.ie   021 4303330

CLASS
OF 2019

“Education transforms lives”

SMILE WITH SUNFLOWERS for 
Geography Wellbeing 
Ms. Barrett’s 2nd year Geography class planted sunflowers as part of a 
wellbeing project. It was a huge success and students were delighted 
with their flowers.

‘We had really great fun and I had never before planted a seed and see 
it grow and only in a couple of weeks! My sunflower is now at home and 
is one foot tall. I have stalked it up to support the stem and it will grow to 
six feet over the summer!’    (2nd year Geography student) 
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DPS Aspire 2 Programme
Again this year DPS engineering company partnered 
with North Presentation Secondary School in launching 
the Aspire 2 programme. The main aim of the Aspire 2 
programme is to support students in achieving the best 
Leaving Certificate results possible and to increase their 
chance of progressing to further education. Financial 
support received from DPS helps build on initiatives already 
in place by the programme to date, such as the continued 
provision of Studyclix, the delivery of a study skills 
programme, the provision of field trips in geography and 
biology, the provision of grinds in subjects decided on by 
the students themselves, the provision of work experience 
in DPS. The school will again provide mindfulness and 
yoga sessions to increase wellness and to promote the 
students’ motivation to learn. The school will continue to 
encourage and cultivate leadership skills in our students 
through the Youth Advisory Panel (YAP) and the Meitheal 
team. 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY LINKS
DPS Aspire 2 
A meeting of parents was held on May 3rd to inform 
parents about upcoming initiatives funded by DPS 
Engineering Company. The meeting provided 
parents with the opportunity to give feedback and 
suggestions for enhancing the student and parent 
engagement in the DPS Aspire 2 programme. This 
programme encourages students to avail of new 
supports to advance their progression to further and 
higher education. The launch of the 5th year Aspire2 
programme is 19th Sept 2019. Put the date in your 
diary if your daughter will be in 5th year next year. 
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Team Hope
Christmas came early in North Pres this year when the 
whole school got involved in the Team Hope Shoebox 
Appeal. The LCVP class organised the project. This 
involved various fundraising activities such as a No 
Uniform Day; the proceeds went towards filling these 
boxes with Christmas presents for children in developing 
countries. This project really added to the Christmas spirit 
all over the school. It was such a rewarding experience 
and it really displayed the generosity and goodwill of 
everyone in North Pres.

Daffodil Day
On March 22, 2019 N.Bronagh and their teacher 
Ms.Keating, organised an event for Daffodil Day in aid 
of the Irish Cancer Society. Daffodil Day is their biggest 
fundraiser which takes place every year. They support 
cancer patients and their loved ones by providing free 
advice and support. On the day of our event we collected 
money at the door for a No Uniform Day. Each girl received 
a daffodil to wear on the day. We also had a cake sale 
and raffle to raise even more funds. We raised €503.25, 
this was a huge success and we were delighted to be 
supporting such a worthwhile cause.

Darkness into Light
Students have raised €1550 taking part in the recent 
Darkness into Light Walk raising money for Pieta House. 
A big thank you to all the students involved and the 
organising teacher Ms. Moloney.

AMBER FLAG
North Pres was proud to be awarded the Amber Flag this 
year. This flag represents the great commitment shown 
by our school in promoting mental health by encouraging 
teamwork and student contributions. The Pieta House 
Amber Flag Initiative acknowledges our efforts in 
continuing to promote mental and emotional wellbeing 
in young people today. Well done to the Amber Flag 

Commitee for this great achievement.

FUNDRAISING
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TY
Some activities undertaken by 

TY students 2018 - 2019 
Teen Turn 

RSA Day 
Aware ‘Beat the Blues’ Workshops 

Stryker Engineering visit 
Alpha Youth Programme 

Musical 
Retreat 

Sharing of Learning 
Exploring CIT Week 

Breast Cancer Awareness 
PE Project 

Visit to Trend Micro 
Everyman Palace 

Sci Fest 
Trade Fair 

Speed Dating 
Garda Quiz 

Dulux Visit and Information 
Airtastic 
Teen Talk

PAST PUPILS PROFILE

Here in North Pres we are always 
interested in our past pupils and how 
they are getting on. Recently we spoke 
to Niamh O’Connor , who completed her 
Leaving Cert in 2018. She told us about 
her experience so far. 

I am studying Business in CIT. The 
college offers a programme to 
students from our school and other 
DEIS schools that invites applications 
for the Progression Scheme. This provides 
additional learning and financial support to participants. 
This enabled me to apply for the Government sponsored 
1916 

Bursary Fund which supports students 
through college. I was lucky enough to 
be one of the seven First Year students 
in CIT to receive this funding for the next 
three years that I’m in college. This has 
opened a massive window of opportunity 
for me because I’m taking a Spanish 
module at the moment and  I am thinking 
of availing of an Erasmus year in Spain. 
A special thank you to all my teachers in 
North pres for the excellent education you  
provided for me over the years.

Well done Niamh and we wish you all the best  
in your future endeavours. 
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JUNIOR CERT TRIP TO 
EVERYMAN THEATRE
All  3rd Year English students really enjoyed their outing to the 
Everyman Theatre to see “Romeo and Juliet” performance 
by Cyclone Theatre Group.  We never realised that as well 
as being a sad story, it is also very funny in lots of places and 
seeing it live on stage was an experience I will remember 
long after my Junior Cert. (3rd year student review).

JUNIOR SCHOOLS PROGRAMMES 
SECOND YEAR FILM INITIATIVE 
2019
Film is a powerful medium to work with. This 
initiative offered our students the opportunity 
to participate in an exciting project where 
students and teachers were taught the art of 
film making over the course of producing a 
film. N.Aodan wrote, directed and produced 
‘Elf and Safety’ and N.Fionnbarra wrote, 
directed and produced ‘Killer Queen’.

 Under the guidance of Cork film Centre the 
students were brought on a journey towards 
making their own fiction film.These films 
were so good they were short listed to be 
screened at the First Cut Festival in Youghal. 
They were also screened in Blackpool Reel 
Cinema. This is what one student thought of 
the experience:

‘I really enjoyed making the 
film and how everybody got 
involved in either acting or 
behind the scenes. The film 
festival was excellent. There 
was a very diverse style of 
films from all ages. I would 
love to attend again in future, 
if I’m lucky enough to be in 
another film.’ (Julie O’Brien, 
2nd Year student)

FIRST YEAR STOP AND STARE 
DRAMA WORKSHOP
First years participated in a drama workshop which involves 
a group of actors supported by the Cope Foundation. It raises 
awareness about bullying and how it can make people feel. 
This was a huge success and the students were absolutely 
fantastic and participated really well. This workshop is 
booked out months in advance so we were really lucky to 
experience it.  

‘In the play we tried to tell people not to bully others no matter 
how different they are because we are all human no matter 
what. I definitely want to do workshops like this in the future 
as it was a brilliant experience.’ – Kelly Reidy, N.Bronagh, 
1st year.

CREATIVE ARTS
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EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES

HOME ECONOMICS
This is a selection of activities that various year groups 
got involved in. North Pres commemorated The Year of 
The Family & Pope Francis’ visit to Ireland with a “Family 
Tree of North Pres”, painted by Home Economics TY 
students. TY Wedding Project coincided with Valentine’s 
Day, with Sophie & Katie winning 1st prize for their dream 
wedding.

Congratulations to all 3rd year Home Economics students 

who successfully completed Practical Exams in 
March. A high standard of work was achieved by all. 

First year Home Economic students grew their own 
spinach as part of the Grow2CEO challenge in conjunction 
with Cully & Sully soup and GIY Ireland. As part of this 
project they used their homegrown spinach to devise 
their own soup recipe and called it BnB Spicy Spinach 
Soup - BnB celebrates both class group names Bríd and 
Bronagh. 
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SCHOOL TOUR
PARIS – March 2019

This year we went on our school tour to Paris. We left Cork 
on April 10th and returned on April 13th. While staying in 
Paris we visited many famous tourist attractions such as 
the Arc de Triomphe, Champs de Elysees, the Louvre, 
where we saw the Mona Lisa, and Notre Dame. This 
was particularly significant as a few days after returning 
home we saw this beautiful structure in flames. It was 
very moving to see these pictures on our TV screens, 
after only just visiting it. 

We also went on the ‘Bateaux Mouche’ which is a boat 
trip along the River Seine and we passed under the 
seven bridges of Paris. We visited the famous ‘Eiffel 
Tower’ by night where we got to observe the spectacular 

views of Paris, aptly known as the ‘City of Lights’. The 
next day we went to Disneyland, where we got to spend 
time on amazing rides and we met some of Disney’s 
most famous characters, such as Goofy. That evening 
we went to Planet Hollywood for dinner. Then we did 
some shopping at the Val de Europe, a famous shopping 
centre in Paris. 

On the last day we went to the Sacre Coeur and 
Montmartre to see the beautiful views from the Cathedral.

We had a fantastic time with our  friends and the four 
teachers who came with us, Ms. Lawless, Mr. Coughlan, 
Ms.Browne and Ms.O’Shea. These memories will be 
treasured forever.    (Roisin O’Brien, 5th Year)
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LCVP
 ACME Blinds
On 29th November, Fifth year LCVP students 
accompanied by Ms. McCarthy and Ms. Higgins visited 
ACME Blinds. This trip was organised by Business in the 
Community Ireland to see how a local business is run for 
one of the students’ portfolio entries.

Nick and Sue Walsh, owners of ACME Blinds delivered 
a comprehensive tour, giving an insight into their family 
business.

Work Experience
As part of Link Modules, students undertook work 
experience from Wednesday 3rd April – Friday 5th April 
2019. This is a very important module as students have 
an opportunity to learn more about themselves, their 
career interests and the workplace in general. 

This was a great opportunity for our school to continue 
building links to businesses in our community.

DPS
DPS an engineering company, facilitated a site visit to their 
office in Little Island for fifth year students and their LCVP 
teachers. They were greeted in the boardroom by various 
members of staff, who spoke about their jobs in different 
departments and their career paths. Students took part in 
a CV Preparation and Interview Skills workshop which is 
an integral part to the Link Modules course. 
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HOME SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY LINKS
Numeracy Week
Numeracy week reminds us of the importance of being 
numerate, that is the ability to handle numbers in our 
everyday lives. 1st years classes competed against 
each other during numeracy week. Parents also took 
part in the family numeracy.

Parental involvement
We were delighted that the Parents Association in North 
Pres received an award this year for their contribution 
to improving school life for all students. They have 
undertaken many activities but in particular they 
have managed three major projects this year. Firstly, 
they ran an amazing Christmas bazaar which raised 
much needed funds allowing parents to carry out their 
second project on the students’ lockers. As a result of 
funds raised from the bazaar, next year all students 
will have a refurbished locker with a combination lock. 
The third project undertaken was enhancing the menu 
on offer following the successful offering of delicious 
homemade soup on Mondays which a parent had 
begun two years ago. The parents sought to extend the 
availability of hot food to two other days. Pasta is now 
available on Tuesdays and chicken curry on Thursdays. 
We are indebted to the Parents Association for the time 
and commitment to the students in the school. Their 
participation in the school has added immensely to the 
lives of students and teachers and a true testament to 
the power of partnership. The Parents Association is 
always open to new members and parents can contact 
HSCL Coordinator Eileen Geaney on 085 7187810 for 
further information.

School Planning in a DEIS 
school 
As the academic year comes to a close, it is important 
that we evaluate our work in North Pres. We reflect 
on what has gone well over the year and what 
improvements we can make next year. We evaluate our 
success in many ways but particularly we measure the 
targets we set ourselves around student attendance, 
retention, and progression after the leaving cert, literacy, 
numeracy, wellbeing and partnership. By looking for 
example at our statistics on attendance this year, we 
know that we need to improve next year. We need to 
be responsive to students needs. We must reach out 
to parents encouraging them to send their daughters 
to school even when they are put under pressure to 
allow them stay at home. There is a direct link between 
student attendance and student performance. Your 
daughter loses out not only on her learning but also 
socially if she is absent often. We firmly believe and 
the education research supports the old saying that 
“Everyday at school counts” 

Next year let your daughter be a HERO - Here, 
Everyday, Ready, On time.
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AWARDS NIGHT

On Thurs. May 9th our annual School Awards were 
held in the library. Over fifty of our students were 
recognised for outstanding achievements in the areas 
of Academics, Sport, Attendance, Visual Arts, Culinary 
Arts to name but a few. This is an opportunity for the 
school to celebrate our student’s accomplishments.  
It is a special night for staff students and their family. 
Our guest speaker on the night was Ms. Bernadette 
O’Riordan, a past pupil of North Pres who is now a 
pharmacist working in Cork. 
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Active Well-being Week
13th – 17th May 2019

All members of the school community were 
given opportunities throughout the week 
to take part in fun and inclusive activities. 
These included:

Annual School Walk
Our annual walk kick-started a very 
active and enjoyable week, taking a 
different route this year around our 
community. 

Healthy Snacks
Maths Well-being, Fifth year 
Maths classes enjoyed a 
nutritious treat of Strawberries 
and grapes while studying 
probability. If you are well,you will learn!

First year studentswere busy making Homemade 
Lemonade in Home Economics with Ms. Sweeney. 

Zumba
Students & staff enjoyed dancing the 

morning away with Zumba!

A big thank you to Rosalia from 
ZumbaFitnessCork for positively motivating 

all. #Everythingisbetterwhenyoudance

Third year Trip
Third year students and class teachers travelled to Cobh 
by train to visit the Titanic Experience where they all were 
given their boarding cards with the details of one of the 
123 passengers to join Titanic at her last port of call on 
11th April 1912. From here they took part in a virtual tour 
experiencing life on board the ship, disaster striking and 
the sinking before learning the fate of the passenger on 
their initial boarding card. 

Students continued their trip by boat to Spike Island 
where they enjoyed a guided tour of the old Fort Michel, 
which became a prison to over 2300 prisoners. Before 
returning a tough boot camp activity was undertaken 
where students were put to the challenge and succeeded.

ACTIVE WELL-BEING



12
  Printed by Lettertec Irl Ltd   www.lettertec.com

ACTIVE WELL-BEING
Third year Trip 

Time to Talk
Fifth year students put down their books and enjoyed time 
to talk to each other in the local Costa Coffee with their 
teachers Ms. Higgins and Ms. McNamara.

Sports Afternoon
An action packed week came to an end with our annual 
Sports afternoon, with an extra special station added this 
year…an obstacle course bouncy castle! Students and 
teachers had great fun competing against each other. 

Well done to all students and staff who made a big 
effort taking part and enjoying this year’s Active 
Wellbeing Week. A special thank you to Ms. McCarthy 
for coordinating these events and the Active Team Ms. 
Higgins, Ms. Sweeney and Mr. Hickey.

Thank You sincerely to all of 
the students and teachers 
who have contributed articles, 
photographs and information to 
this issue. Your contributions 
are greatly appreciated. We 
hope to hear from even more of 
you in the next edition.


