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Message from the Principal
Welcome to our Summer Newsletter 
as we reflect on a very eventful 
2017-2018. North Presentation 
is a Presentation school and we 
are justifiably proud of our ethos 
particularly as this year celebrates 
the tercentenary of the birth of the 
Presentation Sisters founder Nano 
Nagle. A film produced by our 
students opened the celebrations in 
the North Cathedral to great acclaim, 
its quality and content attracted much favourable comment 
from all who saw it.

It was a year of great change in our school as our former 
Principal Ms. Ellen Lyons retired at Christmas. Ellen 
contributed enormously to this school as a student, teacher 
and Principal. She selflessly promoted the school at every 
opportunity and freely gave of her abilities to ensure that 
every member of the school community achieved their 
potential. We wish a long, healthy and enjoyable retirement 
to Ellen and her husband Pat. Ms. Mary O’Flaherty also took 
her leave of the school this year. Mary taught English and 
History to generations of North Pres girls inspiring many in the 
process, she was the chief organiser of our very successful 
open evenings and award nights, both her humour and 
organisational skills will be sorely missed. In February of 
this year our new Deputy Principal Ms. Mary O’Connell took 
up her position in the school. We are delighted to have Mary 
as a member of our staff. She is an experienced educator 
and manager who has fitted seamlessly into the fabric of our 

school. We wish Mary every success in her new role.

2017- 2018 was a year of great achievement and endeavour. 
School teams competed in basketball, ladies football and 
camogie. The school musical “Raise your Voice” was 
performed to appreciative audiences in the school hall in 
May. The inaugural SCIFEST exhibition was held in the 
school library in December. Dr. Catherine Buckley UCC, a 
member of the judging panel was fulsome in her praise of 
the exhibits. A very successful school tour to Paris took place 
in March, the girls and their teachers visited the Eiffel Tower, 
Sacré-Cœur, Versailles and Disneyland Europe among 
other attractions. Over forty students and teachers took part 
recently in the “Darkness into Light” walk raising over €2500 
in the process for the charity Pieta House. The above is just 
a snapshot of the many extra-curricular activities that our 
students participate in during the year. At the end of the day 
however North Presentation is a school and the academic 
preparation of your daughters is our priority. I would like 
to express my gratitude to the dedicated team of teachers 
in North Presentation who daily go above and beyond the 
call of duty to ensure that their students achieve to their 
maximum. I would also like to acknowledge the on-going 
support of our Parents’ Council, Students’ Council and Board 
of Management. Finally, I would like to wish our Third, Sixth 
and LCA students every good wish in the forthcoming State 
Examinations and all members of the school community an 
enjoyable and safe summer break.

Jer Crowley,
Principal.

www.northpres.ie   
info@northpres.ie   021 4303330

CLASS OF 2018

“Education transforms lives”

North Presentation is proud to have 
started a Wellbeing Campaign in our 
school
Positive mental health 
enables everyone to live 
fulfilling lives.                                        

One kind word or action 
can make someone’s day.
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DPS Aspire 2 Programme
North Presentation is very happy to be part of DPS 
engineering Aspire 2 Programme. A successful launch took 
place in February 2018, attended by teachers, students, 
management and parents. DPS Director Michael Mullhall 
expressed his delighted in expanding the programme to 
include North Presentation Secondary School. The main 
highlights of the programme this year include:

• Full membership to Studyclix online for senior students 
allowing easier access to vital exam material in the 
lead up to the Leaving certificate.

• Motivation and study skills workshops.

• Opportunity for six students to participate in the 
Meitheal Leadership programme.

• Establishment of the Youth Advisory Panel (YAP).

Thank you to the DPS Group for providing our students 
with supports, allowing them choices and opportunities 
and helping our students to achieve their full potential.

Youth Advisory Panel: A small group of students’ will have 
the opportunity to experience leadership by allowing them 
to provide direct input into the running of the programme 
in the school. Thank you to the girl’s involved and to Ms. 
Nicola Quinn for her work and mentoring the students into 
good leaders.  

Aspire2 Parents: We are delighted with the parents who 
attended the launch and look forward to seeing you in more 
activities to come. The DPS team in collaboration with 
students and parents are currently designing an Aspire2 
Parent’s leaflet to help parents support their daughter in 
her studies. 

BUSINESS COMMUNITY LINKS
Aspire2/DPS sponsored a day trip to Ballyhass 
Lakes. Promoting team building/motivation/career 
opportunities. A fantastic day enjoyed by all. 

Dulux Paints
Dulux Paints, facilitated by Business in The Community 
Ireland, are now in their 12th year of working with North 
Pres. In October Transition Years and LCA 1 students 
enjoyed a very successful visit to the Dulux factory 
on the Commons Road. This was followed by a team 
building exercise in November. After Christmas a group 
of Dulux staff spoke to the students about their jobs 
and career paths. This was followed by a session on 
interview skills and preparing CVs. All TY and LCA1 
students were then given the opportunity to take part 
in an interview and were given feedback on this. This 
experience will be of enormous benefit to the students 
in the future. 8 of those interviewed - Donna O’Mahony, 
Aishling Murphy, Sophie Knowles, Leanne Moore, Laura 
Carroll Goulding and Lauren Horgan from Transition 
Year, and Lauren O’Connell and Kellis Fitzgerald from 
LCA1 – will go forward to a 2nd round of interviews 
and two will be offered a paid work placement in Dulux 
over the summer. Dulux Paints have also been very 
generous to the school over the years in other ways, 
most recently providing paint for the sets of 
the Raise Your 
Voice Musical.
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Team Hope
As we approached the season of good will, Naomh 
Pádraig and their class teacher Ms. McCarthy were busy 
organising our Team Hope Christmas Shoe Box Appeal. 

Thank you to all who supported 
this initiative. They also got in the 
Christmas spirit by decorating 
their Christmas classroom door, 
great fun was had by all! 

Daffodil Day
On March 23, 2018 N.Aodan and our teacher Ms.Keating, 
organised an event for Daffodil Day in aid of the Irish 
Cancer Society. Daffodil Day is their biggest fundraiser 
which takes place every year. They support cancer 
patients and their loved ones by providing free advice and 
support. On the day of our event we collected money at 
the door for a No Uniform Day. Each girl received a daffodil 
to wear on the day. We also had a cake sale and raffle to 
raise funds for this worthy cause. There was lots of prizes 
to be won including lovely Easter eggs. We raised over 
€500. We had great fun and we were delighted with how 
successful it was. 

Darkness into Light
Senior cycle students have raised €2522 taking part in the 
recent Darkness into Light Walk raising money for Pieta 
House. A big thank you to all the students involved and the 
organising teacher Ms. Moloney.

Cork Simon
Congratulations to 3rd Yr English (Ms Barrett’s class) for 
organising our Christmas Jumper Day for the Cork Simon 
Community. Beata said on behalf of the class, “We studied 
the novel ‘Stone Cold’ by Robert Swindells in our English 
class which is all about homeless people. We decided 
to run the Christmas jumper day for our school this year 
to do our little bit for the homeless people in Cork.” We 
raised €142 on the day! 

Sports 
Department
Our PE teacher Mr. Hickey kindly 
offered to have his leg waxed to 
raise money for the school sports 
dept.  Students were more than 
willing to give money to watch 
this hilarious spectacle.

ANAM 
CHARA  ACTIVITIES
First year students and their parents were invited to a 
breakfast morning in September to welcome them to our 
school. The Anam Charas prepared a Christmas lunch 
for both first years and their parents in December. They 
were entertained with Christmas music and an enjoyable 
afternoon was had by all! First year pupils took part in a 
wreath making workshop in December. Well done to all 
those who participated and created such beautiful wreaths.

FUNDRAISING



4

TY
Some activities undertaken by TY 

students 2017-2018 

Choral Festival Composer in the Classroom

Visit to Collins Barracks

Diplomats in the classroom programme

Ty Cork City Garda Quiz

Intergenerational quiz with the Moving Age 
Group

Tour of Glasnevin Cemetery

Day at the National Ploughing Championships

Paired reading with 4th class pupils of Scoil 
Aiseiri Chriost

 Scifest

TY visit to Trend Micro

Tercentenary anniversary celebrations of Nano 
Nagle’s birth
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TY Musical 2018 - Raise Your Voice
Transition year students produced a magnificent musical 
based on Sr Act this year. The benefits of which were 
physical, emotional and social. The Students learnt to trust 
their ideas, abilities, become resilient and gain confidence. 
They studied the characters, roles and the subtext of Sr Act 
which allowed students to relate better to different situations, 
backgrounds, and cultures. It encourages them to show 
compassion and tolerance for others. It helped them develop 
their imagination and think up creative ways to tell a story 
of the play using improvisation and changing the story to 
fit their own cultural context.  It helped the student’s value 
team work. They found out that cooperation is key to any 
good performance and collaboration is the most important 
element because any production without a joint effort from 
all would not be possible. This is a great lesson to carry 
forward in to their future. The hard grind of rehearsing and 
constant practicing of lines, song and dance routine helped 
them see the value in repeating things over and over again 
to get things just right. This is an important skill for students 
to acquire. As we all know high achieving successful people 
do not get places without a lot of hard work. Musical Drama 
also improves communication verbal and non- verbal. It 
helped our students with vocal projection, articulation, tone 
of speech and expression. It also helped develop their 
listening and observation skills. The production enabled 
students to express a range of emotions and encouraged 
them to understand and deal with similar feelings they may 
be experiencing in a safe and controlled environment.  The 
students were afforded the opportunity to develop their 
own dance routines to enhance their performance the by-
product of which is physical fitness. The whole experience 
helped them with memorising and learning lines, words and 
actions of songs. Lastly, and most importantly it is great Fun! 
Congratulations to all students who took part in this wonderful 
production. You made us all proud.

Drama Club
Drama initiative 
funded by 
the JCSP 
p r o g r a m m e 
enabled our 
second years 
to get an 
opportunity to 
do some acting. 
This initiative 
was run over 
seven weeks. 
The girls are hoping to stage their production before the 
summer. Watch out Hollywood.

Snow White Pantomime
On Wednesday 6th December, 
2017 first, second and third 
year Music students went to 
see Snow White Panto in the 
Opera House. The glittery 
set was wonderful. All of the 
actors played their parts really 
well – especially Muddles and 
Nanny Nelly! The 7 dwarves 
included Professor Giggles and 
Blusher. Songs from other Disney movies were included 
and the singing was lovely. Costumes were appropriate but 
fascinating. It was a great experience and we would all love 
to go again!

Junior Schools Programmes 
Second Year Film Initiative 2018
N Padraig wrote, directed, film and produced Scary Doll. N 
Mairead: Re- offenders and N Tomas: Dim and Dimmer.  Film 
is a powerful medium to work with. This initiative offered our 
students the opportunity to participate in an exciting project 
where students and teachers were 
taught the art of film making over the 
course of producing a film. Under 
the guidance of Cork film Centre 
the students were brought on a 
journey towards making their 
own fiction film. These films 
were so good they were short 
listed to be screened at the First 
Cut Festival in Youghal. They 
were also screened in Blackpool 
Reel Cinema. Well done to all 
our talented second years.

CREATIVE ARTS
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Seachtain na Gaeilge 2018 
i Meánscoil na Toirbhirte 
Thuaidh
Bhí alán imeachtaí ar siúl sa scoil i mbliaina chun 
Seachtain na Gaeilge a cheiliúradh, ceardlann rince, 
comórtas póstaer agus tráth na gceist. Bhain na daltaí an 
taitneamh as na himeachtaí. Comhgairdeas le buateoir 
an comórtas póstaer-Jade Guiney (Naomh Aodán).

Ina theannta sin, rinneamar tráth na gceist le haghaidh 
daltaí sa chéad bhliain. Buateoirí: Jade Guiney, Sarah 
Jacob Buckley agus Aisling McKeon.

JCPA Profile
Last year’s Junior Certs were today presented with their 
JCPA profile of achievement awards. The JCPA is a 
new award which replaces the Junior Cert. Examination 
results are no longer the only formal representation of a 
student’s accomplishments at Junior Cycle. 

All other achievements of the students are recognised 
in this award, for example extra-curricular activities, in 
sport, music and much more.

EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES
Road Safety Event
On the 4th of May 2018 at 11:00, 5th year and LCA1 
students went up into St Vincent hurling and soccer club 
to have a talk with a road safety officer and join in on the 
machines for road safety.  They mentioned how to wear 
seatbelts properly and the impact that car crashes have 
on people. They also told us what causes most car 
crashes. When the talk was over, we went outside and 
went on the shuttle machines so we could understand 
how crashes could happen and how to prevent them. I 
liked learning about road safety. 

Numeracy
Many numeracy initiatives took place this year, 
supported by the Numeracy Team and the Maths 
Department. 

Activities included:
• Halloween quiz for 1st years

• Paired maths & Christmas maths where 1st years 
and TY classes worked together

• Pi challenge on World Pi Day

• Easter maths table quiz.

We continue to promote and encourage numeracy as a 
lifelong skill.
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Au revoir et Merci Raphaelle
Nous allons bientôt dire au revoir à Raphaelle, notre 
assistante super et sypma et nous sommes très, très 
malheureuses. Elle nous a beaucoup aidé et nous a 
préparé pour nôtre Brevet. Nous, les filles de N. Sadhbh 
voudrions vous dire un très grand merci at vous souhaite 
“bonne chance” et “bon courage” pour l’année prochaine.

Home Economics
Congratulations to all Home Economics students who 
completed their 
cookery exams, 
textile projects were 
also assessed on the 
day.

SCHOOL TOUR

PARIS – March 2018

On Thursday 22nd March we set off on our school tour 
to the beautiful city of Paris - 32 students and 4 teachers.  
There was great excitement as we checked in at the 
airport and looked forward to the next few days.

After settling into our hotel we headed into the city for 
dinner. Afterwards we went up the Eiffel Tower and saw 
the city lit up by night.

We started the next day by visiting the beautiful Chateau 
de Versailles. We were amazed to see how French 
royalty lived in this exquisite castle.

We headed back into the city to visit the Opera Garnier 
followed by a lovely visit to a perfume museum where 
we learnt how fragrances are made. That evening we 
had a very enjoyable trip on a Bateaux Mouche along 
the river Seine. 

We spent the next day in Disneyland. We had a brilliant 
time on the different rollercoasters and rides. After dinner 
in Planet Hollywood we went shopping in Val d’Europe, 
which is a huge shopping centre near Disney. Sephora 
and Primark are just 2 of the fab shops here!

On our last day we visited Sacre Coeur Cathedral and 
Montmatre before heading back to Cork, tired but very 
happy after experiencing the wonderful city of Paris.
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GUIDANCE
 Work Experience 2017-18
Working at a charity shop was a great way to help out in 
my community and also experience the world of work and 
volunteering. It was interesting to see that other people 
volunteer and help out in their spare time too. My main 
tasks were to tag, price and hang up clothes, to deal with 
customers and also to tidy the shop. I really enjoyed my 
work experience. 

Allannah O’ Brien, TY
My recent work experience in Stepping Stones Creche 
has given me an opportunity to practise working with 
children. I am now considering childcare as my future 
career.

Laura Carroll Goulding, TY

LCA1 Mini Company
On 15th of March 2018 the LCA1 class held a cinema day 
and sweet shop for the 1st years.

We organised the sweet bags and sold them for €2. We 
gave the 1st years the full cinema experience with the 
sweet shop and big screen in the Demo Room. The 1st 
years really enjoyed the experience and we were happy 
with the result.

CIT iWish week
I attended the iWish programme in CIT for a week in 
January. I was a great experience! The week was packed 
full of activities. We got a taste of a lot of the STEM courses 
in CIT. We attended Q & A panels with inspiring women in 
STEM. We went on a site visit to BAM Construction’s site 
of the new courthouse and we even got a tour of Páirc Uí 
Chaoimh. In Páirc Uí Chaoimh we met representatives 
from companies such as Stryker and Boston Scientific; 
we got to talk to them about the different fields of work 
within the companies. Throughout the week we also had 
social media competitions so we got to know each other 
and also had fun! I thoroughly enjoyed my week in CIT 
and I would recommend it to anyone

Chloe Leahy, N. Muire.

Headstart in Nursing and 
Midwifery UCC
I attended UCC Headstart in Nursing and Midwifery on 27th 
April. We were greeted by the head of integrated nursing, 
mental health nursing, general nursing and intellectual 
disability nursing. They all gave us a detailed outline of 
each course. We got to talk with current midwife and 
nursing students and also toured the Brookfield campus. 
We considered hygiene in a ward, wound management, 
how to examine a newborn and attended a sensory room 
to experience work as an intellectual disability nurse. I got 
a great insight into the courses and this has helped me in 
deciding what I wish to do in the future.

Sophie McCarthy 5th Yr.

E.S.B International Women in 
Engineering Week
Zofia and I were given the opportunity to participate in 
women in engineering week. As an introduction and 
we were introduced to 3 different types of engineer: 
civil engineers, electrical engineers and environmental 
engineers. We also got the opportunity to visit the call 
centre in Wilton, Inniscarra hydro station and Cappawhite 
windfarm. We really enjoyed or three days and learned 
a lot.

Sophie O’Sullivan

UCC Community and Patient 
Day
Interested TY and 5th girls went to UCC for a nursing 
presentation. We got to see dummies and other equipment 
that nurses in training use to practice on before they get 
to work with real people. We saw a ward and nurse’s 
station and examined all the forms they complete in their 
job every day. We also got to pretend to be nurses and 
really enjoyed our day at UCC.

Katelynn Brown

      

Teen Turn
Teen Turn is an intitative which places girls into a two week summer 
work experience with technology companies located in Cork. 
The aim of the intitative is to encourage more girls to consider a 
career in technology, engineering or science.Some of our students 
completed 2 weeks work experience in August 2017. 
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HOME SCHOOL 
COMMUNITY LIAISON
Numeracy Week
Numeracy week reminds us of the importance of being 
numerate, that is the ability to handle numbers in our 
everyday lives. 1st years classes competed against 
each other during numeracy week. Parents also took 
part in the family numeracy.

Parental involvement
We actively encourage parents interest in their 
daughter’s learning. Parents involvement varies from 
signing the journal, helping to research a project, 
buying the ingredients for cooking, attending classes 
and most importantly listening to pupil’s needs. Another 
great way to be involved is attending information 
meetings. Some parents choose to attend Parents 
Council meetings. They meet to discuss information on 
school related activities. Meetings are usually held in 
the morning time every 6 weeks. We thank the parents 
who attend the meetings for their time and commitment 
in supporting the work of the school. We welcome new 
parents and if you want any more information contact 
Eileen Geaney at egeaney@northpres.ie

The DEIS School Plan
The DEIS School Plan places an emphasis on good 
planning at school which includes target-setting and 
measurement of progress and outcomes to ensure that 
our school provides the best learning opportunities for 
your daughter. The Plan looks at what we do in school 
in 8 main areas- Attendance, Attainment, Retention 
to Leaving Cert, Transition after secondary school, 
Numeracy, Literacy, Working with Parents and Working 
with others outside the school.  Everything we do in 
school impacts on one or more of those areas. One 
of our activities during Attendance Awareness Week in 
November was to record school attendance on a chart 
in the front hall of the school and the focus for next year 
will be to focus on the link between good attendance 
and exam performance. Another area of focus in the 
DEIS school plan is literacy which is key to good 
performance in all areas of the curriculum. First years 
read the book Wonder by R J Palacio as part of the 
Farranree One Book One Community initiative. All first 
years attended a special screening of the film Wonder 
in Blackpool cinema on the 20th March. 

Parents Plus Programme
The Parents Plus programme aims to support parents in 
their valuable role of bringing up teenagers and helping 
them to grow into confident well-adjusted adults. The 
programme is running in the school since April and it will 
run again next year for 8 weeks. Parents attending the 
programme say how beneficial it is in helping them to 
raise teenagers. One parent said “it made me become 
aware of how a child perceives a situation, it made me 
appreciate her point of view” Another parent said “it is 
a safe space for me to discuss issues and not feel that 
I am being judged. I feel comfortable to talk and listen 
to others”. Being a parent of a teenager brings many 
rewards as well as challenges. Parents Plus helps 
parents to find their own solutions to problems and 
create more satisfying ways of relating to their teenager. 
For more information contact egeaney@northpres.ie.

College Awareness
Second year students attended a homework club every 
Tuesday after school. This homework club is an initiative 
between our school and UCC. College students are 
available to help the second years with homework 
if they need assistance. It is an ideal opportunity for 
our students to improve the quality of their homework 
as well as getting an insight into college life. All the 
students and their parents were invited to UCC on the 
17th April for a Homework Club reception.

Eight of our second year students were awarded for the 
achievement in English, Irish, Maths and languages at 
a ceremony in UCC on the 13th March.
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AWARDS NIGHT

On Thursday May 10th our annual School Awards 
were held in the library. Over fifty of our students 
were recognised for outstanding achievements in 
the areas of Academics, Sport, Attendance, Visual 
Arts and Culinary Arts to name but a few. This is an 
opportunity for the school to celebrate our student’s 
accomplishments. Our guest speaker on the night 
was Ms. Suzanne Mullins of the Cork ETB, and past 
pupil of North Pres. Her speech praised the school 
and inspired students to fulfil their ambitions. The 
Awards Night is the highlight of the school year for 
teachers and students alike. A special thank you to all 
teachers who volunteered their time especially Ms. 
O’ Shea and Mr. Coughlan who organised this event.
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Soccer
This school year introduced a senior soccer team. The 
team performed admirably and with typical North Pres 
spirit we came from behind to beat St Flanahans. The 
goals came from Maggie Cullen but a great performance 
from Captain Jessica O Connell and Chloe O Sullivan 
enabled the girls to put the game to bed. 

We eventually bowed out to an excellent Passage West 
team. 

The team consisted of girls from 1st to 6th year and with 
the talent coming in the school, we look forward to another 
crack off the Cork Senior Soccer title next year.

Football
In ladies football the school entered a junior and senior 
team for the first time. Liadh Daly Ford, Sophie Harris, 
Katie Power and Lauren Cambridge were among the 
standout performers for both teams. We look forward to 
them leading sport in North Pres over the next few years. 

Big thanks to our 6th year girls departing North Presentation 
this summer. Their contribution to sport in our school has 
been immense and hopefully the girls will look back on the 
great days they had wearing the blue and white with pride!  

 Basketball
Senior Basketball team reached the quarter final of the 
Cork Schools Cup but lost out narrowly to Ballincollig 
Community School.

Active Well-being Week
14th - 18th May 2018

This initiative provides fun and inclusive opportunities 
for all members of the school community. Many activities 
were enjoyed throughout the week, including our annual 
5k walk, Ballyhass Lakes, Motivational workshop with 
Clare McSweeney and finished with our Sports day just 
to name a few. 

The Home Ec dept got involved in Active Week with a 
bake off between staff, students and adults in the school 
community. Congratulations to the winners in each 
category Mrs. O’Flaherty; Niamh Connolly and Mrs. 
O’Riordan (Rachel O’ Riordan’s mum). They also hosted 
a cookery demonstration by Chef Liam Boland from Bia 
Maith. 

Thank you to all teachers for organising enjoyable 
activities throughout the week. A special thank you to Ms. 
McCarthy for coordinating a fun filled week enjoyed by all.

SPORT
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NEWS FROM NORTH PRES ADULT ED
Cork’s Lifelong Learning Festival
In 2018 North Pres Adult Ed began its 20th year of courses and 
events in our school. Anne Twomey Adult Ed Coordinator and 
Majella Nunan, IT Tutor, put together a week long programme of 
events to celebrate our participation in Cork’s Lifelong learning 
festival in March. Great photos were taken by Anthony O’Connell, 
adult Ed Student, through the week and for the awards night.

Tuesday March 20th 2018
On Tuesday morning we headed to the Farranree Parish Centre for 
our tribute to one of the all-time great country music singers, Glen 
Campbell. Miss Nunan and Adult Ed Student, Liam Hutchinson, 
put together a fabulous morning of wonderful songs and stories 
honouring Glen. A great group turned up to the family centre where 
Sr. Margaret Cahill and her team ensured everyone was looked 
after. Stetsons, check shirts and Cowboy Boots were all in plentiful 
supply as we sang and danced and yeehawed our way through 
the morning!! This was a joint venture between North Pres Adult 
Ed and The Farranree Family Centre and it got a great week of 
Lifelong Learning activities of to a lively start. 

Wednesday 21st March
35 Adult Ed Students together with Ms Twomey and Ms Nunan 
went to see an inspirational film about the road to the vote for 
women entitled “Suffragettes”at Blackpool Cinema.  A great time 
was had by all and the staff at Blackpool were so welcoming to 
the group.

Thursday 22nd March
We ended our celebrations on a high note with what has become 
our annual history conference held in the school Library.  Our 
theme this year was “The Road to the Vote and Independence” 
looking at the women in Ireland who worked for the vote and 
for freedom. One of our guest speakers was Rachel O’Riordan 
from Leaving Cert who gave an inspirational talk based on her 
award winning essay on Eva Gore-Booth. She was followed by 
members of the TY class who gave us a wonderful presentation 
on Winnie Carney and two other Irish women. Irene Higgins and 
Grace O’Brien, two adult ed students, spoke about Hanna Shehy 
Skeffington and Cork woman, Birdie Conway. Maeve Higgins 
from Shandon Area History Group was our second guest speaker 
and she spoke about her mother, Emma Hourigan,and her role 
in Cumann na mBan and the fight for freedom. An exhibition on 
revolutionary Irish women was hosted in the Library by TYs led by 
Miss Browne and the Shandon Area History Group. Mr Crowley 
welcomed all participants and audience and Miss Twomey did MC 
for the morning. Music was supplied by Liam Hutchinson and Miss 
Moylan and Mr. O’Connell. Tea and refreshments were supplied 
by the adult ed students led by Miss Geaney, Margaret Griffen and 
Ger O’Connell among others. Thanks to Sheila and Jacinta from 
North Pres staff for their help.  It was a stimulating morning that 
added greatly to our knowledge of the contribution by women to 
achieving the vote and independence and a great way to finish up 
our participation in the 2018 Lifelong Learning Festival.

North Pres Adult Ed Awards Night April 24th 2018
Our annual Adult Ed Awards night was held on Tuesday April 24th 
in the School Canteen. Special thanks to the First and Second 
Years led by Miss O’Leary who transformed the canteen into a 
wonderful setting for that evening’s event. Over a hundred people 
turned up to receive awards or support the winners. Mr Crowley 
greeted all and presented the certificates and special awards. Miss 

Twomey and Miss Nunan presented the evening and Anthony 
O’Connell did the photography. Special thanks to Donal our 
caretaker for looking after all of us on the night. Special Guest of 
Honour was Sr. De Pazzi Finn who was presented with the Pauline 
Hogan Award for her service to the community of Farranree. Other 
special awards were:

The Tim McMahon Certificate of Appreciation: Presented by Kay 
McMahon was awarded to 13 adult ed students who had supported 
or involved themselves with fellow students or events during the 
year. The Shandon Area History Group also got the award for its 
support to the Adult Ed presentation for UNESCO day of learning. 

Nano Nagle Special Commemorative Award: a special commem-
orative medal in honour of the 300th anniversary of Nano Nagle’s 
birth was presented to those adult ed students who had made a 
valuable contribution to the UNESCO day of learning in the school 
in September. In particular the TYs, the North Pres Players and the 
North Pres Catering/ support team were honoured.

The Betty Murphy Student of the year Award went jointly to Irene 
Higgins and John Harrington for their fantastic dedication to their 
studies and their full participation in Adult Education activities at 
North Pres. 

We finished the night with refreshments provided by Adult Ed 
students, Ger Mulhare and Ger Corcoran. Thanks ladies.

Final Thoughts:
So it’s been a whirlwind of a year in the Adult Ed Dept of North 
Pres. Heartfelt thanks to all our adult ed tutors and staff who made 
it a great year. Special wishes to our students Denis, Donal and 
Maureen who have been unwell for most of the year. Here’s to 
our summer tour and have a great summer break. See you all in 
September!

Thank You sincerely to all of 
the students and teachers 
who have contributed articles, 
photographs and information to 
this issue. Your contributions 
are greatly appreciated. We 
hope to hear from even more of 
you in the next edition.


